January Grow Guide

Ages 3-6

JANUARY 7, 2018
PRAYER
Gracious God give us courage to follow the Holy Spirit's promptings to
include ever widening circles of people. Open our eyes to see-and seizeopportunities to converse with people who have questions about life, faith
and the Bible, and that we can use their questions to tell the good news.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 8:4-13
Those who had been scattered moved on, preaching the good news
along the way. Philip went down to a city in Samaria and began to preach
Christ to them. The crowds were united by what they heard Philip say and

the signs they saw him perform, and they gave him their undivided
attention. With loud shrieks, unclean spirits came out of many people, and
many who were paralyzed or crippled were healed. There was great
rejoicing in that city. Before Philip’s arrival, a certain man named Simon
had practiced sorcery in that city and baffled the people of Samaria. He
claimed to be a great person. Everyone, from the least to the greatest,
gave him their undivided attention and referred to him as “the power of
God called Great.” He had their attention because he had baffled them
with sorcery for a long time. After they came to believe Philip, who
preached the good news about God’s kingdom and the name of Jesus
Christ, both men and women were baptized. Even Simon himself came to
believe and was baptized. Afterward, he became one of Philip’s supporters.
As he saw firsthand the signs and great miracles that were happening, he
was astonished.

Ages 3-6
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January 7, 2018 • Acts 8:4-25

JANUARY 14, 2018
PRAYER
Gracious God grant us wisdom to find ways to respond creatively to the
cafeteria of spiritual options available to people these days. Show us how
we can encourage each other to welcome new groups of people into our
fellowship. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 13:13-25

Paul and his companions sailed from Paphos to Perga in Pamphylia.
John deserted them there and returned to Jerusalem. They went on from
Perga and arrived at Antioch in Pisidia. On the Sabbath, they entered and
found seats in the synagogue there. After the reading of the Law and the

Prophets, the synagogue leaders invited them, “Brothers, if one of you has
a sermon for the people, please speak.” Standing up, Paul gestured with
his hand and said, “Fellow Israelites and Gentile God-worshippers, please
listen to me. The God of this people Israel chose our ancestors. God made
them a great people while they lived as strangers in the land of Egypt.
With his great power, he led them out of that country. For about forty
years, God put up with them in the wilderness. God conquered seven
nations in the land of Canaan and gave the Israelites their land as an
inheritance. This happened over a period of about four hundred fifty
years. “After this, he gave them judges until the time of the prophet
Samuel. The Israelites requested a king, so God gave them Saul, Kish’s
son, from the tribe of Benjamin, and he served as their king for forty
years. After God removed him, he raised up David to be their king. God
testified concerning him, ‘I have found David, Jesse’s son, a man who
shares my desires. Whatever my will is, he will do.’ From this man’s

descendants, God brought to Israel a savior, Jesus, just as he promised.
Before Jesus’ appearance, John proclaimed to all the Israelites a baptism
to show they were changing their hearts and lives. As John was
completing his mission, he said, ‘Who do you think I am? I’m not the one
you think I am, but he is coming after me. I’m not worthy to loosen his
sandals.’

Ages 3-6
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JANUARY 21, 2018
PRAYER
Gracious God, we pray for grace and wisdom in settling arguments,
whether ones we are directly involved or ones in which we are called to
play the role of mediator. We pray for anyone with whom we are in
conflict. AMEN.

SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 15:1-11

Some people came down from Judea teaching the family of believers,
“Unless you are circumcised according to the custom we’ve received from
Moses, you can’t be saved.” Paul and Barnabas took sides against these
Judeans and argued strongly against their position. The church at Antioch
appointed Paul, Barnabas, and several others from Antioch to go up to

Jerusalem to set this question before the apostles and the elders. The
church sent this delegation on their way. They traveled through Phoenicia
and Samaria, telling stories about the conversion of the Gentiles to
everyone. Their reports thrilled the brothers and sisters. When they
arrived in Jerusalem, the church, the apostles, and the elders all welcomed
them. They gave a full report of what God had accomplished through their
activity. Some believers from among the Pharisees stood up and claimed,
“The Gentiles must be circumcised. They must be required to keep the Law
from Moses.” The apostles and the elders gathered to consider this
matter. After much debate, Peter stood and addressed them, “Fellow
believers, you know that, early on, God chose me from among you as the
one through whom the Gentiles would hear the word of the gospel and
come to believe. God, who knows people’s deepest thoughts and desires,
confirmed this by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did to us. He
made no distinction between us and them, but purified their deepest

thoughts and desires through faith. Why then are you now challenging
God by placing a burden on the shoulders of these disciples that neither
we nor our ancestors could bear? On the contrary, we believe that we and
they are saved in the same way, by the grace of the Lord Jesus.”

Ages 3-6
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JANUARY 28, 2018
PRAYER
Gracious God, we pray that your Holy Spirit will use us to be a channel for
the knowledge of Christ. AMEN.

SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 17:1-9
Paul and Silas journeyed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, then came to
Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. As was Paul’s custom,
he entered the synagogue and for three Sabbaths interacted with them on
the basis of the scriptures. Through his interpretation of the scriptures, he
demonstrated that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. He
declared, “This Jesus whom I proclaim to you is the Christ.” Some were
convinced and joined Paul and Silas, including a larger number of Greek

God-worshippers and quite a few prominent women. But the Jews became
jealous and brought along some thugs who were hanging out in the
marketplace. They formed a mob and started a riot in the city. They
attacked Jason’s house, intending to bring Paul and Silas before the
people. When they didn’t find them, they dragged Jason and some
believers before the city officials. They were shouting, “These people who
have been disturbing the peace throughout the empire have also come
here. What is more, Jason has welcomed them into his home. Every one
of them does what is contrary to Caesar’s decrees by naming someone
else as king: Jesus.” This provoked the crowd and the city officials even
more. After Jason and the others posted bail, they released them.
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February 4, 2018
PRAYER
Gracious God, we pray that our hearts will always be open to the Lord,
that our ears and eyes will never be closed to you, and that he will be
proclaimed openly as we live from day to day. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 26:24-29
Acts 26:24–29
24 At this point in Paul’s defense, Festus declared with a loud voice,
“You’ve lost your mind, Paul! Too much learning is driving you mad!” 25
But Paul replied, “I’m not mad, most honorable Festus! I’m speaking what
is sound and true. 26 King Agrippa knows about these things, and I have
been speaking openly to him. I’m certain that none of these things have

escaped his attention. This didn’t happen secretly or in some out-of-theway place. 27 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know you do.”
28 Agrippa said to Paul, “Are you trying to convince me that, in such a
short time, you’ve made me a Christian?” 29 Paul responded, “Whether it
is a short or a long time, I pray to God that not only you but also all who
are listening to me today will become like me, except for these chains.”
wenty feet deep. After proceeding a little farther, we took soundings again
and found the water to be about ninety feet deep. Afraid that we might run
aground somewhere on the rocks, they hurled out four anchors from the
stern and began to pray for daylight.
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Sharing Life - My 5
1. Write the names of the five people in
your “neighborhood”. (class, team,
scouts, playground)
2. Write down information or draw
something that makes you think of
them
3. Keep your My 5 pages handy.

BLESS your My 5 by :

Begin with prayer
Listen to your neighbors when you interact with them
Eat a meal together
Serve them during times of need
Story – Learn their story and share yours

